
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thursday, May 21, 2020  

 

Dear APS and Community 

Social Distancing, Day 65 
Health experts believe young people likely won’t develop severe illness from COVID-19, but they can 
transmit it to others. As my fellow leaders in public education and I work on plans to reopen in fall, we 
keep our eye on students, AND the 13,848 of Ohio’s teachers who are 55 or older. These employees 
are at higher risk for serious illness. So, whatever plans are put forth must be mindful of our broad reach 
from our students, to our staff and to all their families. We are now looking at other schools around the 
world to see what might be working for them as they restart. Keep washing your hands. 

Follow us on social media  
Facebook @akronpublicschools 
Twitter      @akronschools 
LinkedIn   linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools 
 

Available Downloads 
• APS coronavirus and helpful hygiene tips poster 

o Arabic 
o Farsi 
o Karen 
o Mon 
o Nepali 
o Pashto 
o Spanish 
o Swahili 

• Cover your Cough 

• Wash your Hands 

• Sick = Stay Home 

• Bullying/harassment Complaint Form 

Government resources 
• Summit County Public Health 

• State of Ohio – Governor 

• State of Ohio Department of Education 

• Federal government 
 

Health information and other resources 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) Updates 

• Ohio Department of Health Updates 

• Ohio Mental Health & Addiction Services: 
Managing Coronavirus-related Stress 

• World Health Organization Updates 

• Summit County ADM Board – Managing Stress 
and Anxiety Around Coronavirus 

• How to talk to your kids about coronavirus 

• ANIMATED VIDEO: What coronavirus does to 
the body  

• NAMI Support Group for Families 

• PBS learning resources 
 

 

Online registration for 2020-21 is open for new families/incoming kindergartners    
Families who are new to APS (including incoming kindergartners) may register their student(s) online 
through our website akronschools.com. Click here for step-by-step instructions. Questions? Call the 
Engagement Center at 330.761.2810.  

 
Online lessons/APS Connected Learning live/family resources available 
Students can access APS Connected Learning at  akronschools.com. Our family resource page has 
important dates, messages, learning tools and more. Call 330.761.2810 if you have questions. 
 

Student meal pick up for all children ages 1-18  
Most APS schools and Reach Opportunity Center Mon.-Thurs. from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Steve Wise Boys & 
Girls Club location at 889 Jonathan Ave., Akron, Mon.-Fri. from 12-1 p.m.  
 

UA free homework hotline 
Free online homework help for K-12 students is available Mon.-Fri. from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sign up here. 
 

APS Story Sharing at 3  
APS librarians are sharing stories for students of all ages every day at 3 p.m. Story Sharing at 3 is live 
every day and is recorded for viewing later. Click here to learn more and view past story recordings.  
 
 

Merkle’s Mental Health Moment: Heeding the warning of COVID-19 fatigue 
Dr. Erich Merkle, Pupil Adjustment Program, Office of Special Education, Akron Public Schools 
Limited contact with friends, family, classmates or co-workers can feel isolating to parents and children 
alike. The questions of “what now?” loom on everyone's minds, especially as we look at reopening and 
restarting our society. As we work together to build resilience in the community, it is important to stop and 
talk about some of the warning signs of mental health concerns and what we can do to help. The  
Nationwide Children's Hospital and the On Our Sleeves program shares the following videos to consider: 

• Coping with COVID-19: Supporting those who are struggling  

• Coping with COVID-19: Feeling isolated 

• 3 ways to shift negative thinking about COVID-19 
 

Summer meals for children 
Free meals will continue through July for children ages 1-18, Mon.-Thurs. 9:30-11:30 a.m. "To go" bags for 
breakfast and lunch will be distributed, and extra meals will be given out on Thursday to cover Friday each 
week. Click here for the list of participating schools. Our partners at the city of Akron also sponsor a 
Summer Food Program at locations throughout the city. For more details on the city’s program, click here.   

 
APS Virtual Makerspace keeps creative minds busy 
Students have been finding an outlet for their creative “maker-minds” by building boats for the APS Virtual 
Makerspace, on the LRC Connected page. Using items from around the house, students were tasked with 
building a boat that floats and seeing how adding weight affected it. Check out the next challenge - Paper 
Plate Marble Run! Students can win prizes just by uploading a video or photo of their creation. Click here 
for details. 

 
Art teacher creates YouTube videos to help children think creatively 
Art teacher Julie Hogarth encourages students to be creative in life - in the way they think, in how they 
dress, when arranging their spaces, in trying new things, in nature and even at home. She has created a 
variety of art videos posted on her YouTube channel Art with HogARTh. The videos show students how to 
think creatively and give other art teachers ideas to create virtual art experiences for students. This year, 
Julie’s summer art classes will not be taking place due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but she will continue to 
post videos for students online.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/akronpublicschools/
https://twitter.com/akronschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GJU31LnyrKaBDXmq6sdcFS2iTtLHMBft/view
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Arabic-APS-COVID-19_handout.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Farsi_APS-COVID-19_handout.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Karen-CORONA%20APS-COVID-19_handout%20(1).pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Mon-APS-COVID-19_Mon.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Nepali-APS-COVID-19_handout%20final.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Pashto_APS-COVID-19_handout.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Spanish_APS-COVID-19_handout-TEST.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Spanish_APS-COVID-19_handout-TEST.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19kjqB47UrCIHOnXdZwsDS_rfg7KNI8P5/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iEwvUKwiF-354ZucNnLLumOrKNiVr-Ai/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QSj3VfYv-sjknbQyLl42S-pGx9svg1t1/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebqreuG0Sa6WQZN4P9IHwd506K7jCyGDx509yAhxapwvoJSg/viewform
https://www.scph.org/
https://governor.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/governor/
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/HealthProfessionals/About%20MH%20and%20Addiction%20Treatment/Emergency%20Preparedness/managing-coronavirus-related%20stress.pdf?ver=2020-03-09-132341-957
https://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/HealthProfessionals/About%20MH%20and%20Addiction%20Treatment/Emergency%20Preparedness/managing-coronavirus-related%20stress.pdf?ver=2020-03-09-132341-957
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Corornavirus-ManagingStress-CG.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Corornavirus-ManagingStress-CG.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-coronavirus
https://laughingsquid.com/what-coronavirus-does-to-human-body/
https://laughingsquid.com/what-coronavirus-does-to-human-body/
https://namisummit.org/meetings-schedules/meetings-2/https:/namisummit.org/meetings-schedules/meetings-2/
https://namisummit.org/meetings-schedules/meetings-2/https:/namisummit.org/meetings-schedules/meetings-2/
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://akronschools.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13l09k3Vi-343iASuCCrMh46-E-j4Ww7q/view
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://www.akronschools.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=409163&pageId=11798553
https://www.uakron.edu/education/homework/parents
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/aps-librarians-present/home
https://www.nationwidechildrens.org/giving/on-our-sleeves
https://www.nationwidechildrens.org/giving/on-our-sleeves
https://youtu.be/YpEzOjrpX7w
https://youtu.be/AY-O9E-Ypk0
https://youtu.be/2nvptOKxLmE
https://www.akronschools.com/programs/help_for_homeless_students___project_rise/summer_food_sites
https://www.akronohio.gov/cms/site/b2925993d0b76da3/index.html
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/aps-virtual-makerspace/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/aps-virtual-makerspace/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/aps-virtual-makerspace/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/aps-virtual-makerspace/home?authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtmfs2qq5v4i3RI9LMU6yrQ/videos

